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Mrs, Shah Nawaz told the audience that, a though the personal law of the Musal-
mans did not debar the Mahomedan women from inheriting their husbands* property,
the customary law in the Punjab did. At her instance the conference adopted an
amendment that the Bill, if passed, should also apply to Mahomedan widows in the
Punjab.
purdah and polygamy
The other resolutions passed referred to the abolition of 'purdah', promotion of
inter-caste and inter-provincial marriages, and abolition of polygamy and requested
the Government to help nation-wide reform in diet by asking the educational autho-
rities to impart instructions on the lines suggested by the conference.
A resolution was also passed urging the appointment of a committee of enquiry to
euquire into the causes and treatment of tuberculosis.
The All India Shia Conference
The 22nd session of the All-India Shia Conference commenced on the 28th
December 1929 at Allahabad in a specious pandal under the presidency of Mr.
Mirzi Ali Mohammad Khan, Vice-Chancellor of the University of Bombay.
The delegates who attended the conference included several distinguished Mus-
lims from distant parts of the country. Among the non-delegates present
were Mahamahopadhyaya Dr. Ganganath Jha, the Vice-Chancellor of the Allahabad
University, Nawab Muhammad Yusuf, the Minister of Local Self-Governrnent,
Kunwar Maharaj Singh, the Commissioner of the Allahabad division and Pandit
Shyamlal Nehru.
Chairman's Speech
Khan Sahib Agha Ali Khan, the chairman of the reception committee, in the
course of his speech welcomed the delegates and referred to the varied problems
concerning the community.
Referring to the question of the protection of the rights of the minority commu-
nities, Mr. Agha Ali Khan desired to mention the fact that the Shia community had
not been able even to secure seats in provincial councils and local boards in propor-
tion to its population,
'This is the reason/ he asserted, 'for the birth among the Shias of a group of
persons who plead for the reservation of seats for the Shia community. It can also
not be denied that if the matters on the basis of which this group is born are not
rightly settled, then they would not only impede the progress of the country
but would be liable to create a great split among the Muslim community itself."
Syed Hyder Mehdi, seconding Khan Sahib Aga Ali Khan's motion regarding the
presidential election, made a forceful speech on the question of the equal rights of the
different communities irrespective of communal considerations.
The Shia Conference, he said, had not been dealing with active politics and
was not a body politically active. The reason was that there could be only one
politics and that was the Indian politics. *We shall sink and swim, he asserted,
with other communities. Our relations with other communities have always been
cordial and you have contributed to the growth of all shades of political opinion. We
stand only for equal rights and equal opportunities to deyelop ourselves for tbe
service of the country. The reason why we have gathered here separately is that
we are weaker than other communities and we want to strengthen ourselves to be
able to walk shoulder to shoulder with others/
Presidential Addre«.
Mr.   Mirza  Ali  Mohammad Khan,   president, then   delivered his address in
Urdu of which the following is an English translation ;—
I for one welcome the last declaration of His Excellency the Viceroy whkh has to

